
The Chamber’s mission is to support  
the growth and development of business  
and the quality of life of its community.
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Summer 2008 Newsletter

Greetings Fellow Chamber Members!

�e Sauganash Chamber has had a busy spring.  
In May, at our quarterly General Meeting, the 
Chamber welcomed the new 17th District 
Commander Michael J. Mealer. �e event was 
held at Monastero�s Ristorante and included 
special guest speakers, the Honorable Alderman 
Margaret Laurino and 10th District Cook County 
Commissioner Michael Quigley.  Chamber 
members enjoyed a delicious breakfast and had an 
opportunity to discuss concerns and special issues 
with our local o�cials.  Alderman Laurino reviewed 
the state of the ward and the Commissioner gave us 
his view of the current Cook County tax situation.  
�e Chamber has also participated in a number of 
networking and special events.

�e annual golf 
outing held at 
Poplar Creek is 
always a sensational 
day and this year 
was no exception. 
�e Sauganash 
Chamber worked 
with the Albany 
Park Community 
Center, the 
Edgebrook Chamber 
of Commerce, 

Pulaski Elston and Kedzie Kedzie Elston Business 
& Industrial 
Councils, and 
the Pulaski 
Elston Business 
Association.  
Special thanks 
to all event 
sponsors.

Finally, I would 
like to thank 
all of the board 
members for 
their continued 
dedication. You 
will notice we have had a few changes to our board 
of directors. We were sorry to see Ken Widelka 
from the PNA leave the board, but thank him for 
his service and wish him all the best in his new 
endeavors. On the other hand, I am thrilled to 
welcome Jenise Celestin from Swedish Covenant 
and Renee Bennett from Cold Well Banker.  I 
am sure our board will continue to make positive 
strides as we continue in our mission to support the 
growth and development of the Sauganash Business 
Community.  

Dennis G. Hammer 
President 
Sauganash Chamber of Commerce

A message from the Chamber president Important Dates
SUN, JUL 20 • 1:00 PM – 5:00 pM
Polish National Alliance 
2nd Annual Classic Car Show 

WEDNEsDAYs: JUL 23 • SEPT 24 • 
OCt 22 • NoV 19 • 1:30 pM
SCOC Board Meeting
Imperial Realty
4747 W. Peterson Ave.

WEDs, SEpt 10 • 8:00 – 9:30 AM
SCOC General Meeting:  Identity Theft 
Myron & Phil’s
3900 W. Devon Ave.

THUR, SEpt 18 • 6:00 – 9:00 pM
Ultimate Business Networking Event
Location to be determined

SUN, OCt 5 • TIME TBD
Sauganash Community 5k Run/Walk
Sauganash Park
5861 N. Kostner Ave. 

THUR, oCT 7, 2008 • 5:00 – 7:00 pM
Business After Hours  
Multi-Chamber Networking Event
North Shore Community Bank
4343 W. Peterson Ave. 

WEDs, DEC 10 • 8:00 AM 
SCOC General Meeting:  Election of Ofýcers
Location to be determined

�e Sauganash Chamber of Commerce thanks 
Whole Foods Market, Sauganash and Dr. Joy 
Poskozim at Joyful Dental Care for hosting 
Business-After-Hours events this spring. 

Everybody loved Dr. Joy�s breathtaking �sh tank, 
home to a pu�er �sh named Chubby and a clown 
�sh named Nemo�surely our neighborhood�s 
most well-loved and well-fed sea creatures. 

Dr. Joy Poskozim�s specialty, however, involves 
creatures of the human variety!  She is fast 

becoming one of the community�s most beloved and 
well-respected family dentists. �anks Joy�we had 
a great time.  

Both events were SRO and gave chamber members 
an opportunity to relax �after hours� right here.  
Business-After-Hours are an ideal way for 
businesses to get connected and stay connected to 
the local business community. 

�e best part is that all this conviviality happens 
in the neighborhood so you save on gas!  �ese 

gatherings are no-charge to chamber members.  
Please contact the Chamber for more details.

THANKs ALso to St. GEoRgE 
CoRRECtIVE VIsIoN CENtER for hosting 
a delightful Ladies Night in May.  �e ladies were 
treated to complimentary mini-facials featuring 
some of their new non-invasive facial treatments. 
Give them a call to �nd out about their newest and 
latest anti-aging, super pampering Elegance Spa at 
773-685-5606. 

Business After Hours

Photos:  Dawn D’Amico
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CALLING ALL CAR AFICIONADOS, 
COLLECTORS AND ENTHUSIASTS. 
If you haven�t already, mark your calendars for 
Sunday, July 20th.   

�e Sauganash Chamber is thrilled that the 2nd 
Annual Polish National Alliance Classic and 
Antique Car Show will be held from 1:00pm until 
5:00pm on the beautiful PNA grounds.  

�e show will feature motor vehicles from 1983 
and older. Trophies will be awarded for best cars. 

In addition there will be fencing demonstrations, 
music, dancing and food from Whole Foods 
Market, Sauganash. �e show is open with free 
admission to the public.

�e Polish National Alliance is the largest Polish 
Fraternal Ethnic Insurance Organization since 
1980 and is located in the heart of downtown 
Sauganash at 6100 N. Cicero Ave.  

If you have a car you would like to show, please call 
Dave at (847) 970-1040.

Polish National Alliance Classic Car Show 
Hot Cars, Great Food and lots of Fun!

We welcome the following New Members:

GALLAgHER TRAVEL SERVICE, INC
5620 N. Kolmar Ave., Chicago, IL  60646
Antoinette (Toni) Gallagher
Maddy�s Organic Meals
4909 N. Tripp Ave., Chicago, IL  60630
Dori Boneck

REsCARE HoME CARE
6200 N. Hiawatha Ave., Chicago, IL  60646
Sarah Sullivan

StARBUCKs, SAUgANAsH VILLAgE
4159 W. Peterson Ave., Chicago, IL  60646

Alderman Margaret Laurino, 39th Ward
All Aboard Learning Express, Inc. 
ASAP, �e Printing Source 
Associated Bank 
AT&T 
Becker Roo�ng 
Bernal Graphics 
Best Friends Veterinary Clinic
BQS Realty
CICS Northtown Academy High School
Century 21, Laura Lentino
Chase Bank 
ComEd 

Connolly Cosmetic Dentistry
Diaz Allstate Insurance Agency
Donna�s Garden
East of Edens 
Edgebrook Bank
Michael Erde & Associates
Fog Properties 
Gallagher Travel Service, Inc.
Gralak Concrete and Tuckpointing
Imperial Realty
Investment Street Holdings, LLC 
Joyful Dental Care 
Keller Williams, Kelly Leggett
Keller Williams, Margherita Caruso
Janus Premiums
LaSalle Bank
Maddy�s Organic Meals 
Monastero�s Ristorante
Myron and Phil�s Steak House
Nadig Newspapers
Noreen�s Cuisine 
North Shore Community Bank
Partnership Concepts Realty Management, Inc.  
Pearle Vision, Village Crossing
Peterson Park Health Care Center
Peterson Pulaski Business & Industrial Council 
Polish National Alliance 

Positive Changes Hypnosis Center, Chicago 

Precision Plating 

Pulaski Elston Business Association 

Queen of All Saints

Quinn Builders

ResCare Home Care 

Sabal Physical �erapy & Exercise Center 

Sauganash Family Eye Center, LLC 

St. George Corrective Eye Care Center 

St. Richard�s Episcopal Church 

Samuel Diamond & Company

Sauganash Center for Dental Health 

Sauganash Community Asssociation

Sauganash Community Church 

Sauganash Montessori School

Sauganash Wellness Center

Smartmed Corporation

Smith-Corcoran Funeral Homes

Solar Service, Inc.

State Farm Insurance, Michael Janet

Swedish Covenant Hospital

TPH Global Solutions

Tarpey�s Pharmacy

Whole Foods Market, Sauganash

�e Wireless Network, (Verizon Wireless)

2008 Membership List

Trail Dedication
Saturday morning, June 21, Alderman Margaret 
Laurino, State Rep John D�Amico, Chicago 
Department of Transportation Commissioner 
Tom Bryne and community residents dedicated 
the new one mile long, multi-use Sauganash Trail.  
�e path was constructed on a former railroad 
embankment east of Kostner between Bryn Mawr 
and Devon Aves.  

�e $2.3 million improvement project was 
designed by the Chicago Department of 
Transportation in close cooperation with 
Alderman Margaret Laurino and community 
representatives.



A big THANK YOU 
to board member  and 
very special friend to 
the community, Mr. 
Robert Smith for adding 
two new banners to 
the steadily  improving 
Cicero streetscape. 

And a special thank to our newest banner 
participant, Dr. Elizabeth Benson, from Best 
Friends Veterinary Center, bestfriendschgo@aol.
com.  Her banner will be placed in front of her 
establishment at 4054 W. Peterson Ave. �e green 
and white Sauganash street banners are a big hit 
and have really made an impact on our community. 

We now have close to 30 banners representing 

more than dozen businesses in the program.  Take 
advantage of this relatively inexpensive way to 
market your company.  �e bottom portion of the 
banners are printed with your company name and 
contact info.  You select your location. 

Sponsoring a street banner increases visibility 
and exposes your business to thousands of daily 
commuters. Banners advertise your business 
name and increase neighborhood awareness and 
knowledge of your company. With your banner 
sponsorship your company will also be highlighted 
on the SCOC web site and mentioned in our 
marketing materials. 

Banners start at $300 each and are discounted with 
additional banners.  Call the Chamber for more 
information at 773-545-9300. 

Current Banner Sponsors
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TAKE CHARgE!  How to pREVENt 
IDENtItY THEft.  Mark your calendars for  
the Sauganash Chamber of Commerce general 
meeting on September 10, 8:00am at Myron and 
Phil’s where two importnat topics will be discussed; 
Identity �eft and theTransit Bene�t Program. 
Please contact the Chamber for more details.

17TH DISTRICT BEAT MEETINGS. Beat 
1711 will hold its meetings at 7:00pm at the North 
Park Village Administration Building, 5801 N. 
Pulaski Ave. on Tuesdays June 24th, July 26th, 
and August 26th.  �ese meetings are an ideal 
opportunity  to participate in community outreach 
and communicate with our local police.  For info 
call 312-742-4521

SAUgANAsH NEIgHBoRs foR A NEw 
PARK. Our neighborhood gem, Sauganash 
Park is in a state of disrepair and in need of 
upgrades. Sauganash Neighbors for a New 
Park was formed by committed community 
residents about 6 months ago to work with the 
Chicago Park District, Alderman Margaret 
Laurino and other elected o�cials to raise 
funds to provide safer play equipment a ADA 
compliant rubberized play surface.  �ey 
need to raise $50,000.  If you are interested in 
supporting this worthwhile cause, please visit 
www.sauganashneighbors.com. 

BEAUTIFUL BEAUTIFUL. �anks to our 
Alderman�s  commitment to assist Sauganash 
in improving its neighborhood, Sauganash can 
expect new curbs, sidewalks and planter boxes 
with new trees along the west side of Cicero 
Avenue from Devon south to Rosemont. 
Improvements should begin and be completed 
during the current construction cycle.

BEWARE OF THE RED LIGHT CAMERA 
INTERSECTION LOCATIONS. To avoid 
nasty tickets, please be aware there are more 
than 75 intersections in Chicago that are 
now photo enforced.  �at means tickets 
just show up in the mail.  Yuk.  Some of the 
closer intersections are at Peterson/Western, 
Kedzie/Belmont, Foster/Nagel, Lawrence/
Cicero,  Western/Foster and Cicero/Belmont.  
For a more complete list please visit our 
website at www.sauganashchamber.org.

FREE WORKSHOPS FROM CITY OF 
CHICAGO. Free Business Education 
Workshops o�ered to you by the  City of 
Chicago�s Department of Business A�airs and 
Licensing (DBA.) All workshops are taught 
by industry professionals and are designed to 
help you grow your business. All workshops 
are held at the DBA o�ce, City Hall, 121 N. 
LaSalle St., Room 805.  For more information 

visit their website at www.cityofchicago.org/
businessa�airs or call 312-744-5344.

LOCAL ENTREPRENEUR SPELLED 
M.O.M.  Maddy�s Organic Meals (M.O.M.) 
is the Midwest�s �rst Certi�ed Organic Baby 
Foods and its founder is Sauganash Chamber 
member and local mom, Dori Boneck. 

When her daughter Madeleine was born, Dori 
was on a mission to provide her new baby with 
the safest, highest quality, nutrient rich organic 
foods possible.  

M.O.M. is committed to using certi�ed 
organic ingredients from Midwestern sources. 
Whole Foods Market will be carrying the line 
which is also available online and features door 
to door delivery.  For more info visit www.
maddysorganicmeals.com. 

 
ADVERTISING OPPORTUNITY 
IN THE SAUGANASH CHAMBER 
NEWSLETTER. Place your business 
card newsletter ad in our quarterly 
newsletter.  Just $100 for one year.  
Please contact  Jacqueline Boland, 
Executive Director, at the Chamber 
o�ce for details at 773-545-9300.

Neighborhood Notices
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New Banners! 



6023 N.  CIcERO AVEnUE
CHIcaGO, IL 60646
 
VISIT US aT 
WWW.SaUGanaSHcHaMBER.ORG

The Chamber’s 
mission is to support 
the growth and 
development  
of business and the 
quality of life of its 
community.

Board of Directors
PRESIDENT
Dennis G.  Hammer
North Shore Community Bank

VICE PRESIDENT
Mary Lou Quinn
BQS Realty

SECRETARY
Robert Smith
Smith Corcoran Funeral 

Homes

TREASURER
Robert Klairmont 
Imperial Realty

HONORARY BOARD 
MEMBER
Margaret Laurino
39th Ward Alderman

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Jacqueline Boland

DIRECTORS
David Baffa
Whole Foods Market
Renee Bennett
Coldwell Banker
Michael H.  Erde
Michael Erde & Associates
Cathy Janus
Janus Premiums
Harriet Luden
Donna’s Garden
Alfred Klairmont
Imperial Realty
Dr.  Deanna Minkler
Sauganash Wellness Center

Jenise Celestin 
Swedish Covenant Hospital
Glenn Nadig
Nadig Newspapers
Patrick Tarpey
Tarpey’s Pharmacy

Join the Street  
Banner Program.

� Put your business name in front of  
thousands of daily commuters

� You select your location

� Increase your visibility in the neighborhood

 � Your company will also be highlighted on the 
SCOC web site and marketing

� Secure this inexpensive marketing tool today

Banners start at $300
Discounts available with additional banners.   

For information or to place an order contact the  
Sauganash Chamber of Commerce at 773-545-9300.


